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ANNOUNCEMENTS

Sessions will be recorded (except student panel in session 4).
The last slide of each session includes resources to further explore the topic(s) presented.
These materials will be posted in LRC Programming/Events webpage. 

During the presentations, please, remain muted. 
Q&A will take place at the end of the presentation.  

Funding to cover the ACTFL’s member registration fee for the course “Making AI Work for
Language Teachers” (Maureen Lamb) will be available to interested instructors. 

https://lrc.northwestern.edu/language-instruction/professional-development1/immersion-week-generative-ai-in-language-instruction.html
https://www.actfl.org/professional-learning/discover-series/making-ai-work-for-language-teachers
https://www.actfl.org/professional-learning/discover-series/making-ai-work-for-language-teachers
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 SESSION 3
AGENDA

Part 1: AI Tools to Develop Activities for Can-
Do Statements 
Part 2: Faculty Panel presenting AI-based tools
in action at Northwestern 
Q&A



 SESSION 3
GOALS

Present practical examples of the use of AI tools to develop
activities based on ACTFL’s modes of communication
Compare commonly used AI tools
Showcase AI-based tools developed by Northwestern
faculty  



AI-TOOLS TO DEVELOP
ACTIVITIES FOR CAN-DO

STATEMENTS

O1.





AI-TOOLS SELECTION & COMPARISON 

Functionalities for instructors: 

Creating teaching materials
Developing assessments
Customizing activities for students
All tools can process written text and video/audio 

Functionalities for students: 

Tutoring targeting individual needs
Generating activities for extra practice/review
Adaptive learning experiences 



NL.ILR
I can identify memorized or familiar words when they are supported by gestures or
visuals. 

NL.ILR.1
I can identify some locations or stores by their signs, recognize names of familiar people and
places in a public announcement, follow instructions for simple class routines, etc. 

NL.ILR.2
I can recognize a few words in the title of a story, a character's name, common opening and
closing words of a story, etc. 

NL.ILR.3
I can recognize familiar place names on a map or brochure, a few question words, simple
words of praise by a teacher to a student, etc. 

SAMPLE CAN-DO #1:
NOVICE-LOW | INTERPRETIVE 



SAMPLE PROMPT 1: 

 “Create a short text for a novice learner of English. Can you tell them a short story
about a university student attending her first day of class to help the student
recognize names and places in the story.”

SAMPLE CAN-DO #1:
NOVICE-LOW | INTERPRETIVE 

TASK: 

Instructor creates a text for a novice-low learner in order to help them recognize
key words and concepts using a chatbot. 



Chatbot
Parent company:
Microsoft-Bing
Roughly equivalent to
ChatGPT (OpenAI)
and Gemini AI
(Google) 
University
recommended



Review of output 1: 
Is the text at the
requested level? 

1.

If yes, does it need
to be revised/
edited? 

2.

If no, can the
prompt be
reformulated? 

3.



Reformulated prompt 2: 
“Create a new text for an
extremely novice beginner
learner of English. Can
you tell them a short story
in novice-level English
about a university student
attending her first day of
class where they might
recognize names and
places in the story?”

Review of output 2: 
shorter paragraphs
only present tense
simplified vocabulary



Website
Creates interpretive
activities for listening and
reading comprehension
Generates vocabulary lists
(and text from target
vocabulary) 
Allows pre-selection of
prompt settings (reading
level, language, type of
reading (informational or
fictional)
Generates summary and
adjust length
Includes most languages



Prompt 1, after pre-
selection of reading
level (2nd grade),
language (English) and
type of reading: 
“Write a short story about
a university student
attending her first day of
class where students
might recognize names
and places in the story?”



Some features worth noting: 
Text produced at 2nd
grade level/ English/
informational
It selected an image for the
text
It came up with pre-set
sample templates to
organize the activities





PROS:
Features most languages
Comes with activities templates
Assists with differentiated learning
Can save steps and give better results
Offers a free trial for most features (for now)

CONS:
Does not adjust to proficiency level (only
reading level)
Is not a university approved tool
Requires additional registration
Paid premium features

DIFFIT OVERVIEW 



SAMPLE CAN-DO #2:
INTERMEDIATE-LOW | INTERPRETIVE 

IL.ILR
I can identify the topic/main idea and related information from simple sentences in
short texts and conversations (that I hear, read, or view).

IL.ILR.1
I can understand some information on job postings, follow simple cooking directions,
understand a short message or announcement, etc. 

IL.ILR.2
I can identify some major events in a storybook, understand a few lines in a song, identify
the patterns of rhymes in a nursery rhyme, etc. 

IL.ILR.3
I can understand the purpose of most messages, someone's comments about another
person, the place, time, and purpose of a meeting or event, etc. 



SAMPLE PROMPT 2: 

“I am learning French. I want to see if I can understand a sample job posting. Can
you show me some sample job postings in French?”

SAMPLE CAN-DO #2:
INTERMEDIATE-LOW | INTERPRETIVE 

TASK: 

An instructor wants to help students become independent learners and assists them
with prompt writing in order to generate activities for extra practice. Instructor can
practice simple and targeted prompt engineering with their students.  



Chatbot
Parent company:
Google AI
Roughly equivalent to
ChatGPT (OpenAI)
and Copilot
(Microsoft) 



Sample Job Ad 1 Sample Job Ad 2



SAMPLE CAN-DO #3:
ADVANCED-LOW | INTERPRETIVE 

AL.ILR

I can understand the main idea and some supporting details in organized speech on
a variety of topics of personal and general interest. I can follow stories and
descriptions of some length and in various time frames. I can  understand
information presented in a variety of genres on familiar topics, even when something
unexpected is expressed.

AL.ILR.1
I can identify the underlying message and some supporting details across major time
frames in descriptive informational videos and texts.

AL.ILR.2*
I can understand suggestions and directions in informational videos on relevant cultural
topics.

AL.ILR.3** I understand descriptions of distinctive features of different places.



SAMPLE PROMPT 3: 

“Create a worksheet that contains multiple choice questions to assess
comprehension of the following video at the advance-low level of proficiency.”

SAMPLE CAN-DO #3:
ADVANCE-LOW | INTERPRETIVE 

TASK: 

Create listening comprehension activities based on a Youtube video to help
learners identify important places in New York City, and their distinct
characteristics.   



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1JJfWnAryrM&t=21s


Online platform offering
tiered readings ("Text
Leveler"), rubric
creation, etc.
Provides feedback for
oral or written student
work
It doesn't save the
student work or data
Includes most languages





Pre-selection of grade
level, question type and
number of questions: 

Insert video link
Generate questions
and answer key



In Magicschool, follow up
activities are paid features.



Must feed video transcript first
> downloadable from
www.downsub.com

http://www.downsub.com/


In Copilot, follow up features
are available for free.



A FEW TAKEAWAYS
FEATURES CONVENIENCE

Copilot can do almost
everything that the
other tools are doing,
but it takes more steps.

MagicSchool and
Diffit come up with a
package of activities
that can be completed
in the same site. 

EFFICIENCY

Diffit comes with
worksheet templates
that help to visually
organize the content.

Copilot can edit text
that Diffit has
created, helping
adjust the proficiency
level based on
ACTFL’s standards
and not on reading/
grade level.

Copilot may be
easier to use, cleaner
interface.

Diffit and
Magicschool have a
slightly longer
learning curve. 

INTEROPERABILITY

Users can also
combine text from
one tool and activities
from another: 
i.e. Diffit can
generate a text with
reading
comprehension
questions and
Copilot can provide
ideas for in-class
activities based on
that text.  



FILLING THE GAP

ARE WE LIMITED TO COPILOT?

Not necessarily! 

MADS is building customized tools and resources that use Microsoft Copilot
services in Northwestern’s private, licensed environment.



FACULTY PANEL: 
AI-BASED TOOLS IN ACTION 

AT NORTHWESTERN

O2.
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USING COPILOT FOR
CONVERSATION PRACTICE IN A

LANGUAGE CLASSROOM

Chin-Hung Chang and Eun Hee Kim

PROJECT 1:



BACKGROUND

Challenges in our classroom

Limited exposure to the target language in the classroom

Limited resources to have extensive interaction in the target language

Chatbot technology in language learning (De la Vall & Araya, 2023; Hwang & Chang, 2021)

Provide interactive linguistic input in the target language

Offer possibilities for outside-classroom language practice

Improve learners’ learning efficiency



Aim: Develop a conversational chatbot that can support learners outside of the classroom1.

Target proficiency level: 2nd-year Chinese and Korean2.

Learning goals:3.

Enhance communicative competence

Develop skills of comprehension and language production

Expected outcomes:4.

Improve interpersonal communication

Build up confidence

OUR PROJECT







Overview
Goal:

To foster practice language usage

To enhance learning through interactive dialogue

Number of assignments: 2 times a quarter

Requirement:

Minimum 10 newly learned vocabulary

10-30 turn-takings

Procedure:

Choose a topic

Put it in the prompt

Have a conversation with Copilot

Screen record your interaction

Submit a word document (their conversation + a link to their screen-recording)

COPILOT CHATBOT ASSIGNMENT



COPILOT CHATBOT ASSIGNMENT
Prompt
“I need you to be a conversational agent in Korean that follows the following instructions:

-  Level: fifth grader’s proficiency level.

-  Language length: answer in a single sentence or two, not a string of sentences.

-  You have human preferences.

-  Be conversational.

-  Do not repeat the wrong language from users.

-  Do not repeat the questions you asked in previous lines.

-  Do not ignore user’s language errors, but detect user’s errors and respond in correct forms in your

response.



COPILOT CHATBOT ASSIGNMENT
Prompt (continued)

-  Do not use English unless you are asked to do so.

-  Do not translate your sentences to English unless you are asked to do so.

-  When a user does not understand or ask to define a word, stay on the original question and do not increase

the number of unfamiliar words in your immediate response.

-  Only answer questions related to the topic of travel (or housing types).

-  Ask the user questions related to the topic of travel (or housing types).

-  Say ‘Remember that we are talking about travel (or housing types)’ only if the user says something not

related to the topic of travel (or housing types).

-  Words learned on this topic are…”



STUDENT’S OUTCOME #1 (CHINESE)



STUDENT’S OUTCOME #2 (CHINESE)



STUDENT’S OUTCOME #3 (KOREAN)



STUDENT’S OUTCOME #3 (CONT.) (KOREAN)



STUDENT’S OUTCOME #4 (KOREAN)



STUDENTS’ REFLECTION/FEEDBACK



STUDENTS’ REFLECTION/FEEDBACK



 Able to generate my responses much faster.1.

 The prompt had improved with added vocabulary.2.

 Copilot’s responses helped me understand better.3.

 Able to learn new vocabulary based solely on context clues.4.

 Low-stress learning experience to read the responses.5.

Pros

STUDENTS’ REFLECTION/FEEDBACK



Cons

 Difficult to incorporate sentence structures on the spot.1.

 Questions were repetitive.2.

 Difficult and time-consuming.3.

 Lacks the conversationality to continue a real conversation.4.

 Didn’t understand a lot of the words that were used.5.

STUDENTS’ REFLECTION/FEEDBACK



THINGS TO REMEMBER

 Significance of detailed guideline1.

 Good practice tool for typing2.

 Importance of topic selection 3.

 Time consuming4.

 Chatbot is NOT human5.



FUTURE PLAN

 Implement Jack the Chatbot as an out-of-class conversation

practice for each lesson.

1.

 Optimize user experience.2.

 Expand to all levels. 3.

 Create additional features (i.e. audio recognition).4.

 



Thank you!

Chin-Hung Chang (chin-hung.chang@northwestern.edu)
Eun Hee Kim (eunhee.kim@northwestern.edu)

mailto:chin-hung.chang@northwestern.edu
mailto:eunhee.kim@northwestern.edu


CREATING STORIES:
 GENERATIVE ARTIFICIAL

INTELLIGENCE TOOLS 
 AS WRITING TUTORS

Franziska Lys

PROJECT 2:



ORIGINAL STUDY



Class and class structure

(3.5 and 4.0)



Task-Based Writing Project

WHY?

Students were able to solve 
grammar exercises fill-in-the-blanks, 

short rewrites when presented 
with rules/examples .... 

… but failed to use or understand 
the same structures in more contextualized 

and meaning-driven contexts.



Set-up of first part of class



Set-up of second part of class



Steps practiced in class using ChatGPT



Ask for a story1.



Find a name for my character2.



Describe my character3.



Dialog - with a problem4.



Vocabulary5.



Vocabulary – other examples5.



Vocabulary – other examples5.



Developing grammar6.



Illustrating a children’s book 



Artificial Intelligence Image Generator

Picture generated using DALL•E
A Crane and a Red Frog Walk on the Banks of an Idyllic Pond, in Children’s Book Style)



One day, they saw something funny while they were fly fishing. A well-dressed toad, carrying a walking stick and top hat, was
walking with a foreman’s frog. “Well,” said the wealthy frog, “this is a wonderful place for our landfill.”  “Definitely, Count
BrightFrog,” croaked the foreman. “Landfill?” asked Oskar. “But you mustn’t do that! This pond is our home!” “Well, Mr. Oscar, I
am Count BrightFrog, the richest toad far and wide, and your little pond is mine. This deed states that everything I want to do with
this pond is allowed, and you can’t do anything about it.”



Take-Aways: What ChatGPT provided



More Information

Creating Stories: Generative Artificial 
Intelligence Tools as Writing Tutors.
In: F. Pan (Ed.) AI in Language Teaching, Learning,
and Assessment (Chapter 11). IGI Global. 2024,
March.

Franziska Lys
Department of German
flys@northwestern.edu



SESSION 3
RESOURCES

Guide to Copilot-Northwestern
Diffit for Teachers

MagicSchool
“Creating Stories: Generative Artificial Intelligence Tools as Writing Tutors”, Franziska Lys

  “Harnessing AI for Standards Alignment in World Languages”, Evelyn Galindo
“Leveled Texts and Resources with Diffit”, Wenjing Huang

Working Papers - MLA-CCCC Joint Task Force on Writing and AI

https://www.it.northwestern.edu/about/news-events/2024/microsoft-copilot-available-university-community.html
https://app.diffit.me/
https://www.magicschool.ai/
https://www.scholars.northwestern.edu/en/publications/creating-stories-generative-artificial-intelligence-tools-as-writ
https://www.edutopia.org/article/ai-world-language-teaching-standards-alignment?fbclid=IwZXh0bgNhZW0CMTEAAR0Mb0olXtJCeCnBuxy0W93Xf2FYFRVG0fmfpjf1-DGJKsuUEsKV2_8J00U_aem_t0HSFveoqdgiUNnAR7dVcA
https://fltmag.com/leveled-texts-diffit/
https://aiandwriting.hcommons.org/working-papers/


THANK YOU

languageresourcecenter@northwestern.edu
www.lrc.northwestern.edu

We will see you tomorrow in Session 4!


